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Parish Leaders Identify the “Signs of the Times” 
By Jean Denton 

After a critical national election, amidst economic crisis and with our country 
five years into engagement in the Iraq war, it seems an appropriate juncture 
for Catholics to look to the “signs of the times” to direct our actions in  
carrying the Gospel into present circumstances. 

Just News asked several social justice leaders around the Richmond Diocese 
to share their readings of the current signs and discuss the Christian responses 
they believe those signs necessitate. 

Nearly every one named the economic crisis as a foremost sign.  Those in-
volved in providing emergency assistance for food, shelter and financial help 
say they have witnessed an “exponential” increase in calls in recent weeks.  

“That to me is a sign of the times,” said 
Abby Causey, social justice minister at 
Holy Spirit Church in Virginia Beach. 
The number of requests to her office for 
assistance has nearly tripled, she noted.  

The drastic national economic decline 
has shot down to the lowest level of the 
social ladder almost immediately. 
“People are feeling the effects,” Causey 
explained. “One woman who came for 
food told me, ‘My rent’s going up, my fuel costs are going up, my electricity 
is going up — everything’s going up except my wages!’ ” 

“The signs are that people are struggling badly,” said Rebecca Oxenreider, 
minister of human concerns, social justice and community life at St. Mary’s 
Parish in Richmond. She sees families being evicted, losing their jobs, unable 
to pay utility bills and needing food. 

“People who previously were able to manage on their own are just not able to 
manage now,” added Joanne Nattrass, Executive Director of Commonwealth 
Catholic Charities. 

Dr. Mike Ellerbrock is a deacon at St. Mary’s in Blacksburg and professor of 
agricultural economics at Virginia Tech. He believes the prevailing practices 
of American “free market economics” has contributed heavily to the current 
crisis, which he agrees is a sign of the times.   

“As an economist and a deacon, I certainly hope it (the crisis) is exposing the 
dark side of unfettered capitalism,” Ellerbrock said.  He explained that a free 
market economy, espoused by Nobel laureate Milton Friedman, operates on 
the principle that the only function of the market is to serve the stockholder.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Featured Web Site: 

Poverty USA 
http://www.povertyusa.org 

Site includes a multi-media tour 
of Poverty USA as well as  

facts, quiz, & educational tools. 

100% recycled paper 
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The Second Vatican Council 
called on the Church to scrutinize  
the “signs of the times” and to 
read them in light of the Gospel.  
This issue of Just News  attempts 
to identify the signs of today. 
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Inserts : 
Bishop’s letter on the economy , 
March for Life info, FOCA flyer, 
& Catholic Advocacy Day flyer 
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40 Days for Life 
By Trisha Niermeyer Potter  

Five teenage girls talked and laughed 
as they strolled down the Boulevard.    
I smiled to hear them carrying on.   

One of the girls looked at the sign I 
was holding that read Pray To End 
Abortion. 40 Days For Life and asked, 
“Are you protesting?”  

“No, I’m praying,” I said.  

This clearly wasn’t the response she 
expected, so she asked me some ques-
tions.  Her friends stopped and listened.  

I’m fairly certain none of these young 
women were pregnant.  I bet they, like 
most people who walk or drive by, did 
not know the building at the corner of 
Grove Avenue and Boulevard is an 
abortion clinic.  

The ART of Justice and Peace 
for Parish  

Justice & Peace/Social Ministry 
Issue:  Signs of the Times 

ACT to serve human needs, giving issues a human face: 
¨ Recruit parish volunteers for a wide range of service experiences, e.g. emergency 

assistance, prison visitation, crisis pregnancy support, free medical clinic, soup 
kitchen, refugee resettlement, and child care at domestic violence shelters. 

¨ Ask your parish to sponsor a holiday gift fair, selling fairly traded products from 
the Work of Human Hands program of Catholic Relief Services. 

REFLECT  on social causes & principles of our faith: 
¨ Encourage your parish to utilize the Just Neighbors adult education program on 

poverty in the United States.  For details, visit <http://www.justneighbors.net/>. 
¨ Ask your pastor or Minister of Religious Education to organize a parish adult 

education session on poverty and Catholic social teaching. 
¨ Help to develop Prayers of the Faithful that focus on people living in poverty. 
¨ Organize a parish program on globalization and fair trade.  Contact OJP for ideas. 

TRANSFORM social structures: 
¨ Encourage parishioners to become members of the Virginia Catholic Conference 

action alert network.  Visit <http://www.vacatholic.org> for details. 
¨ Organize a group of parishioners to attend Catholic Advocacy Day at the Virginia 

General Assembly in Richmond on January 26, 2009. 
¨ Work with your local Knights of Columbus to provide bus transportation to the 

annual March for Life on January 22, 2009 in Washington, DC. 

I can’t claim my presence and prayers at 
the vigil saved a child, but I know that I 
planted seeds in the minds and hearts of 
those teenagers.  

40 Days for Life is a community-based 
movement with three components -- 
prayer and fasting to end 
abortion, a peaceful 
prayer vigil outside an 
abortion facility, and 
community outreach.  
Men, women, and chil-
dren of all ages, races, 
religions, and economic backgrounds 
gathered together to pray for an end to 
abortion.  Some drove two or more hours 
just to attend vigils, while others walked 
from their homes down the street.   

During the fall of 2008 simultaneous 40 
Days For Life campaigns took place in 

175 communities in 47 states, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, American Samoa, 
and two Canadian provinces. 

This was the largest and longest  
coordinated pro-life mobilization in 
history -- involving tens of thousands 
of people, many engaging in pro-life 
activities for the first time.  

At least 543 women seeking abortions 
at clinics changed their minds as a  
result of these prayerful vigils. 

The movement also helped to educate 
people about Planned Parenthood 
which performs 25 percent of the 1.25 
million abortions each year in the 
United States.   

The next 40 Days for Life campaign 
will begin on February 25, 2009.  But 
the opportunity and responsibility to 
protect the sanctity of life will always 
be with us.   

For more information about this crea-
tive pro-life effort, visit <http://
www.40daysforlife.com>.   �  
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This feature highlights ways in which the people of our diocese  
help to build what Pope John Paul II called a “culture of life.” 
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Key Themes of  
Catholic Social Teaching 

1. Life and Dignity of  
the Human Person 

2. Call to Family, Community,  
and Participation 

3. Rights & Responsibilities 

4. Option for the Poor and  
Vulnerable 

5. Dignity of Work and  
the Rights of Workers 

6. Solidarity 

7. Care for God’s Creation 

� Option for the Poor 
and Vulnerable 

�� A basic moral test is how our most  
vulnerable members are faring.  

�� Our society is marred by  
deepening divisions between  
those who are rich and poor.  

�� We should be attentive to the 
Scripture story of the Last  
Judgment (Matthew 25: 31-46). 

�� Our faith tradition calls on all  
believers to put the needs of  
poor and vulnerable persons first. 

Resources on the Signs of the Times 
Church Documents 

Pope Benedict XVI, God Is Love (Deus Caritas Est), 2005. 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/ 
index_en.htm 

U.S. Bishops, Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, 1992. 
http://www.usccb.org/stewardship/disciplesresponse.pdf 

U.S. Bishops, A Place at the Table: A Catholic  
Recommitment to Overcome Poverty, 2002. 
http://www.usccb.org/bishops/table.shtml 

Books 
Bill Bishop, The Big Sort: Why the Clustering of Like-
Minded America Is Tearing Us Apart, Houghton Mifflin, 
2008. 

Barbara Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by 
in America, Henry Holt, 2002. 

Michael Schut, Simpler Living, Compassionate Life:  
A Christian Perspective, Living the Good News, 1999. 

John P. Hogan, Credible Signs of Christ Alive, Sheed & 
Ward, 2003. 

Jeffrey D. Sachs, The End of Poverty: Economic  
Possibilities for Our Time, Penguin Press, 2005. 

Muhammad Yunus, Banker to the Poor: Micro-Lending and 
the Battle Against World Poverty, Public Affairs, 2003. 

Useful Web Sites 
Catholic Relief Services Fair Trade Program 
http://www.crsfairtrade.org/ 

Economic Policy Institute 
http://www.epinet.org 

National Low Income Housing Coalition 
http://www.nlihc.org 

The Simple Living Network 
http://www.simpleliving.net/ 

Church Teaching and 
Signs of the Times 

54. Jesus Christ reveals to us that “God is love” (1 John 
4:8) and he teaches us that “the fundamental law of hu-
man perfection, and consequently of the transformation 
of the world, is the new commandment of love.  He as-
sures those who trust in the love of God that the way of 
love is open to all people and that the effort to establish a 
universal brotherhood will not be in vain”.   

This law is called to become the ultimate measure and 
rule of every dynamic related to human relations.  In 
short, it is the very mystery of God, Trinitarian Love,  
that is the basis of the meaning and value of the person, 
of social relations, of human activity in the world,  
insofar as humanity has received the revelation of this 
and a share in it through Christ in his Spirit. 

55. The transformation of the world is a fundamental  
requirement of our time also.  To this need the Church’s 
social Magisterium intends to offer the responses called 
for by the signs of the times, pointing above all to the 
mutual love between human beings, in the sight of  
God, as the most powerful instrument of change, on  
the personal and social levels. 

Mutual love, in fact, sharing in the infinite love of God,  
is humanity’s authentic purpose, both historical and  
transcendent.  Therefore, “earthly progress must be  
carefully distinguished from the growth of Christ’s  
kingdom. Nevertheless, to the extent that the former  
can contribute to the better ordering of human society,  
it is of vital concern to the kingdom of God”.   ��  

Excerpts from the 2005 Vatican document,  
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. 
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society,” he said, referring to the positive and negative 
aspects of scientific knowledge.  

While it is tempting to see all advances as good, we have 
to recognize the potential for destruction or damage to the 
common good, he said.  “We tend to look in the face of 
diminishing resources and look to technology to make up 
for it,” he added, pointing to genetic engineering and 
warning against taking it farther than necessary. 

“We seem to be aspiring to be our ultimate selves here on 
earth,” he laughed, “but at times we have to decline our 
potentiality.”  Gerard said, “We must recognize the 
earth’s resources more and more as gifts from God and to 
be stewards.” 

Sr. Jaculyn Hanrahan said another sign of retreat from 
human concern is more privatization of programs and 
functions traditionally managed by the government.  “It 
touches everything, even war,” she said pointing to mili-
tary duties increasingly contracted to private companies. 

As director of the Appalachian Office of Justice and 
Peace in far southwest Virginia, Hanrahan is deeply 
aware of the detrimental social effects of privatization of 
prisons.  Privatization results in a diminished due process 
rights for both workers and incarcerated, she emphasized, 
along with a loss of the principle of the common good 
that government normally protects. 

The Challenge of our Faith 
But Hanrahan echoed Ellerbrock’s suggestion that current 
Catholic teaching offers the right response to the signs of 
the times.  “The good news is that what we’ve identified 
as Catholic Social Teaching is the lens we should look 
through in addressing what is happening,” she said. 

Causey calls it “the Gospel lens” through which human 
concern holds primacy.  When she deals with people 
struggling to meet basic needs she said, “I think about 
Jesus’ inaugural promise to bring the good news to the 
poor.  We’ll hear it at Mass but I’m thinking: ‘Say it! Say 
it!  What is the good news?’  It is this: that the poor will 
be poor no longer. 

“At Eucharist we pray ‘Lamb of God you take away the 
sin of the world’ — but what is that sin?  Our sin is that 
people don’t care.  But Jesus came as savior showing that 
he does care,” Causey continued.  “Until we care, things 
won’t change.  They won’t change until we see that some-
one else’s fate depends on my action.” 

Miska explained, “Our faith tells us we are intercon-
nected.  We are our brother or sister’s keeper.  People 
who live on $2 a day really are just like us.  We must be 

(Continued on page 5) 

“This extreme form of capitalism,” Ellerbrock said, 
“rewards greed which Friedman calls ‘self-interest.’ ” 

But Ellerbrock stressed, “Catholic teaching says no, it 
must always be about the people.”  Pointing out that 
Catholic Social Teaching on economic justice states that 
the test of the market is whether or not it serves the com-
mon good, he said, “We ask the question does it serve the 
marginalized, those least capable of participation?”  

An increasing gap between rich and poor is causing a 
breakdown in community, noted Rhonda Miska, former 
social justice minister at Incarnation Parish in Charlottes-
ville.  “The sign of the times for us is the presence of the 
crucified people among us,” she said using a term coined 
by Ignacio Ellacuria, a Jesuit priest martyred in San Sal-
vador in 1989.  

“The poor and oppressed 
are struggling for per-
sonhood,” while at the 
same time there is a so-
cial alienation among the 
privileged, she asserted. 
“So we see we are all, on 
some level, not living in 
right relationship — with 
others, with nature, with 
God.  And it takes its 
toll,” she said. 

Commodities & Markets 
Human alienation is both cause and effect of what Ed 
Gerardo called “the commoditization of almost every-
thing” as a sign of the time.  The Director of Community 
and Social Investments for Bon Secours Health System, 
Inc., Gerardo pointed to health care as an example: “As a 
society we think of health care — because of the money 
involved — as a commodity, not as a fundamental right of 
being a human person.  So we don’t think of preventive 
care or compassionate healing, we think of what it costs.  
We tend to think of health care as ‘coverage,’ not as part 
of being a human person.” 

He said such an attitude extends to “gifts of the earth such 
as food and water” as well.  “We don’t think of subsis-
tence living.  Wheat and grain become commodities so 
that when we have more than we need, we put a price tag 
on goods rather than recognize other people’s right to 
what they need,” he said. 

Another sign of the time that cries out for a Gospel   
response, said Gerardo, is advancements in technology. 
“We must speak to the double effect of technology in  

(Continued from page 1) 
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living out the principles of solidarity and the preferential 
option for the poor both in practical and spiritual ways.” 

Oxenreider agreed, “We must be in solidarity with people 
in the world who are hurting in some way.  We are in 
church, taking the Eucharist in hand and saying we be-
lieve this.  Our respect for life is rooted in the poor, the 
immigrant, the person on death row.  

“We must serve humbly and give what’s needed,” she 
said, “and what’s needed is affordable housing, living 
wages, job training, health and dental care.  We have to 
learn to recognize the gifts among us — it’s all here — 
and pull them together for the good of all humankind.” 

Mary Ann Menoche, social 
minister at St. Nicholas  
Parish in Virginia Beach, 
suggested that we address 
current circumstances by 
educating ourselves or  
possibly experiencing the 
realities of life in other 
places, particularly developing nations, and take a hard 
look at our personal lifestyles.  

“We are such a material people and don’t make a lot of 
sacrifices,” Menoche said. “We should consider how we 
can live more simply. How can we meet in the middle 
and give up some of our lifestyle in order to improve the 
life of others?”  

Solidarity 
Neil Walsh, social justice minister at Sacred Heart Parish 
in Norfolk, said events in the world are indeed speaking 
to us.  “On the material, economic level we are learning 
that we are not self-sufficient or independent.  We are 
inter-dependent with the world. 

“On a deeper level, we look around the world and see 
hunger, illness, poverty and we realize it spreads, it does-
n’t trickle down.  And we see the importance of personal 
connection because there is so much more we have in 
common than we have differences,” he said. 

Undergirding the sense of unity is our “belief in a higher 
power,” Walsh said, using the language of 12-step  
programs, which he suggested offer a useful model for 
relationship.  “They stress the need to get out of ourselves 
and recognize we are part of a larger community, and that 
we are connected through each other to God.” 

He went on, “People want to have their goodness 
touched.  They crave warmth, connection, caring.   
Solidarity is what that concept is — the need to take  
care of each other.  That’s how we were created — to be 
in community with each other.” 

Nattrass added, “I think we take the importance of kindness 
and human interaction for granted.  Providing a listening 
ear or simply hope to someone, even if we aren’t able to 
provide financial assistance, goes a long way.” 

Gerardo believes another sign of the time is “pluralism.”  
Our culture has become increasingly pluralistic in terms of 
ethnic diversity and blended nationalities, Gerardo notes.  

But he sees at the same time, “we as groups look for  
something we can identify with, and consequently we  
have a tendency to only ‘hang’ with people who think  
and believe as we do.”  He believes God calls us to  
recognize and utilize our differences.  

“The issue isn’t can we compromise, but can we have  
different agendas and advance as a pluralistic society?”  
Gerardo contended, “If God is comfortable placing his  
image in all these different nationalities then we must  
be less condemning of those who have a different  
relationship with him.” 

What Can We Do? 
When social justice leaders discussed their thoughts about 
the signs of the times, many offered practical ways to carry 
out the Gospel in addressing the signs. 

Menoche and Causey recommend educating young people 
about the realities of life in poor cultures and communities.  
They suggest mission trips when possible. “Walking in the 
footsteps of others will change your life,” Menoche said. 

Causey said this is true for both youth 
and adults.  When a trip isn’t possible, 
those with these experiences should 
share them with their community.  

“I see hope in kids and parishes that are 
exposed to the needs of others in the 
world.  They realize we can do some-
thing.  The signs may show these are 
bad times, but maybe it’s a time to 
learn, to grow in our faith.” 

Nattrass urged that, “As Catholic communities we really 
need to advocate for those in need we find among us, so 
government entities are doing their share to assist people.”  
She noted that government increasingly is handing off its 
responsibility for social support to non-profit and faith-
based organizations. “And we can’t provide it because the 
need is too great,” Nattrass explained. 

She said a growing need is support services for veterans, 
many disabled, who are unable to re-integrate into society 
as they find themselves homeless or jobless.  Similarly, 
Rebecca Oxenreider identified a great need for post-release 
support for those who have completed prison sentences. �  
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Faithful Citizenship 
By Michael Stone  
The Office of Justice & Peace and the 
Virginia Catholic Conference worked 
together during the fall to present  
ten educational programs on Political 
Responsibility in parishes across the 
diocese.  These sessions focused on 
the U.S. Bishops’ 
document, Forming 
Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship. 

Over 450 people 
gathered at parishes 
from Roanoke to 
Waynesboro to 
Chesapeake to see 
the two Catholic Bishops of Virginia 
outline church teaching on political 
participation via DVD.  OJP or VCC 
staff members then discussed the 
teaching in the Bishops’ document  
in greater detail. 

Anyone can view this video on-line 
at: < http://www.zinedigital.com/
movies/vcc/faithful02.html >.  The 
full text of the Bishops’ document as 
well as great educational resources 
are also available on-line at: < http://
www.faithfulcitizenship.org/ >.   �  
 
Promoting Peace in Sudan 
By Patrice Schwermer  
The stories of atrocities taking place 
in the Darfur region of Sudan are  
disturbing and can leave us feeling 
helpless. So it was uplifting and 
hopeful when Paul Nantulya spoke  
at parishes, high schools, and college 
campuses in Richmond and Hampton 
Roads in early October.  Paul works 
with Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
in Sudan on building peace.    

Paul explained that the work of peace 
building is multi-dimensional.  CRS 
promotes initiatives which directly 
build peaceful relationships and help 
to prevent conflict.   

Paul described his work of providing 
psychosocial support during and  
after conflict, supporting Human 
Rights Commissions, promoting  
inter-religious dialogue, and training 
local leaders in peace building and 
conflict resolution skills.  

Along with these peace building  
initiatives, Paul emphasized the  
importance of providing emergency 
relief and deep development work in 
partnership with local communities.  
These activities that CRS does so 
well can have a tremendous impact 
on preventing conflict. 

When people have clean water, pro-
ductive agriculture, education for 
their children, and access to health 
care, they are far less likely to resort 
to conflict to meet their basic needs.  

Refugee families 
from Burundi 
were among the 
over 800 people 
from parishes, 
high schools and 
colleges in the diocese that Paul met. 

In the audience at St. Edward’s 
Church,   I watched the father of one 
of these families listen with intense 
interest about hopeful possibilities in 
a country not far from his own.  Paul 
spread a powerful message of hope to 
this man and many others that peace 
is possible.   

Visit the CRS website at <http://
www.crs.org/> for more information 
about peace building.   �  
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Catechist Connections:  
Justice and Formation 

By Ann Ruggaber 

This feature offers ideas for catechet-
ical ministers to make connections 
between this issue's theme and their 
parish faith formation work. 

What does “reading the signs of the 
times” mean to a catechist? 

The catechist not only teaches the 
content of our faith, but shows how it 
speaks to the issues of our lives. 

Savvy catechists read 
the newspaper as they 
prepare their lessons, 
looking for examples 
from the week’s news 
to illustrate a point or a world event as 
a springboard for discussion.  

We have moved beyond the question 
and answer format of the past, where 
every question had an answer and 
every answer had a period at the end.  
As persons mature in faith, questions 
become deeper and the old answers 
don’t always go far enough.  

The catechist’s task is to coax out 
these deeper issues, to expand on the 
answers of the past, and to make them 
relevant to our current situation. 

Jesus was the model teacher.  His 
teachings reflected the signs of his 
times — changing of the seasons, the 
planting and harvest, contemporary 
family structures, and social customs.  
However, those may not be relevant 
to the students of today who live in 
different times and urban societies. 

The catechist’s task is to seek out 
comparable situations, or “signs of the 
time” to illustrate our faith today.   
Older students can identify these signs 
of our time.  The catechist may need 
to name the signs for young children 
and to elicit their experience relating 
to the topic in your lesson.  

The “signs of the times” can help our 
people to understand that faith has 
everything to do with real life!   �  
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Ecology Corner 
Each Just News issue presents some facts 

or reflections on our ecological crisis. 
——–——————– 

Virginia and the Challenge 
of Energy Efficiency 
The Governor’s Commission on  
Climate Change was given the task  
of identifying ways to reduce green-
house gas emissions in Virginia. 
Commission members 
included legislators, 
industry officials, local 
government leaders, and 
environmental activists.  

In November this diverse group of 
people voted to recommend that  
Virginia adopt as mandatory the  
energy efficiency standards outlined 
by the American Council for an  
Energy Efficiency Economy, an  
independent research firm. 

The Commission recommended that 
the state require a 19% reduction in 
electricity demand by 2025.  Such a 
reduction would eliminate the need 
for the additional generating capacity 
equal to ten coal-fired power plants! 

The Commission also recommended 
that Virginia reduce its greenhouse 
gas emissions 80% by the year 2050 -
- with a 25% reduction by 2020. 

Commission members found that 
energy efficiency  is the cheapest 
way to meet Virginia’s energy needs. 
By investing in efficiency, the Com-
monwealth will improve the quality 
of its air and water. 

These goals are in line with the rec-
ommendations of the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change,  
and are far more aggressive than the 
Commission’s original goals outlined 
by Governor Timothy Kaine. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

For information about the Ecological 
Network of Sowers of Justice, contact  

Susan Hedge at (540) 725-2197   
or <shedge@richmonddiocese.org>. 



	

��
��
�������
������
��
�
�������������
�
��
����������
�����������
�� ��
�
��������!�"#��$%$&'('$�)�

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Richmond, Virginia 

Permit No. 321 

A Breaking Heart 
By Lou Hart 

When I am quiet during the day or thoughtful before going 
to sleep, my heart aches again at what I witnessed. 

Recently, I was part of a group that visited 
immigrants in the Farmville Regional Jail.  
These immigrants were arrested on their 
way to work.  We were there to help them 
fill out forms for their pro bono lawyers. 

I visited a young man from Bolivia who 
was 28 years old, well groomed, and very 
respectful.  Joseph believed in God, but was also afraid. 

He was fearful for his wife, Maria, who was stranded with 
their two young children in Northern Virginia without him 
and without his wages.  Joseph was fearful about returning 
to Bolivia, where he believed violence awaited him. 

Joseph’s daily fear was prison itself — where fights break 
out, weapons appear, and personal assaults take place. 

Immigration issues are complex.  Borders should be 
respected, and our political leaders have failed to act. 

But all that begs the question.  This is an incredibly tragic 
human issue for every person involved.  My heart aches, 
but Joseph’s and Maria’s hearts are broken forever.    �  
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Bishops Urge End to Workplace Raids   
Speaking on behalf of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB), Bishop John C. Wester, chair of the 
Bishops’ Committee on Migration, urged the Department of 
Homeland Security and President Bush to reexamine the use 
of worksite raids for immigration enforcement. 

“The humanitarian costs of these raids are immeasurable and 
unacceptable in a civilized society,” Bishop Wester said. 
“While we do not question the right and duty of our 
government to enforce the law, we do question whether 
worksite enforcement raids are the most effective and 
humane method for performing this duty … ” 

“We have witnessed first-hand the suffering of immigrant 
families and are gravely concerned about the collateral 
human consequences of immigration enforcement raids on 
the family unit,” say the bishops in the statement. “Many 
families never recover; others never reunite.”  �  


