A Good Friday Pilgrimage
By Giselle Weinstein

It is a blustery Good Friday morning and the fitay of spring break. Most
high school seniors are still snuggled comfortablgheir beds or traveling to
their favorite warm and sunny vacation spots wétmify and friends.

But for ourJusticeWalkergalso known ag-Walker3, this day is filled with
deeper meaning. Coming from Church of the Holy isaim Virginia Beach
and from Holy Redeemer by the Sea in the Outer 8ahlese young people
have risen before their peers, donned hooded shiett and comfortable
walking shoes, and have joined together in commatiwor of Jesus’ walk to
Calvary through their Good Friday Pilgrimage of ibiy Stations of the Cross.

They journey by foot, four miles through the cify o
Norfolk carrying a seven foot high cross. Theypsib
different sites to pray and reflect on our Cath&8acial
Teachings. Following the example of JesiidValkers
embrace the cross and love as a way to challerge th
powers of injustice, oppression, and exploitation.

Outside the front steps of the Basilica of St. Manye
J-Walkerbegins by asking the group to re-examine ou
philosophy of life, reflected by the first station:

“Jesus was condemned to die because he defiethtigasds of both the statg
and the religious establishment in which he liv@the dilemma for us,” she
suggests, “is not to avoid condemnation, but tothslquestion: what is it in
my life for which | am willing to be condemned? €Ifirst station reminds us
that if we are condemned for the right reasongjsledl! be there beside us.”

The group stops at different sites as individupksak prophetically about our
rights and responsibilities and challenge one ardthlive the Gospel. At St.
Mary’'s Infant Home for the Disabled, the option tbe poor and vulnerable is
brought up as the question is posed, “Do we hawgession for the crosses
that others bear, or do we turn our attention toenpdeasant things?”

At the McDonald's fast food restaurant, one studetiiresses the principle of
living wages, the dignity of work, and the rightsamrkers and the problem
of our nation’s over-consumption. At the Peace/@r&arden, another
student reads a “last letter” written by a younigligs to his family, and
confronts us with the Catholic tenets of the sandi life, the solidarity of the
human family, and the care for all of God’s creatio

At the end of the two and a half hour walk, fa&/alkersgather in the church
parking lot for a simple meal of rice and beans iafigct on their pilgrimage
through the city streets.

(Continued on page 4)

Focus on

Young people are sometimes
more willing to let church social
teaching influence their behavior
than adults. This issue of Just
News shows how diocesan youth
are living out this teaching.

In this issue :
ART of Justice & Peace
Building A Culture of Life
Pastoral Perspective
Resources
Youth & Justice Articles 4-
Sowers of Justice News
Catechist Connections
Calendar

Ecology Corner

0O N N OO O O W W NN

Justice Walking Workshop

Inserts :

JustFaith workshops flyer &
registration brochure for regional
parish social ministry conference

Li\ Featured Web Site:

e Poverty USA

http://www.povertyusa.org/

Lots of educational resources
from the Catholic Campaign
for Human Development
on domestic poverty

) A
100% recycled paper '."



‘ ‘ All groups seeking Respect Life
funds must complete an application

This feature highlights ways in which the peoplewfdiocese form and have an _endorsement of a
‘ ' help to build what Pope John Paul Il called a “aui¢ of life.” local pastor or parish coordinator.

In 1975, the Diocese of Richmond b. public information and education :jr}s%gggt;zeﬁggpsegé Ii_rl1f(;r|;lrj1rt1sdto 30

instituted aRespect Life collection regarding respect life issues; and/or
to be taken up in parishes. Proceed:c. public policy :
from this collection support a Respetadvocacyto protect
Life Fund which provides financial human life and to
support to groups working to protect glleviate circum-
and promote human life at all stages stances that compro

of development. mise human dignity. working in health care & AIDS
Th(nT Diocese is s_eeking applications Priority in allocating ($12,000); prison ministry & crimi-
for its Respect Life grants. Groups  funds is given on the basis of nal justice ($7,100); domestic vio-
must be non-profit, non-partisan, 5 - yigphy to life focus — focusing on lence & family crisis ($6,750); and
%pz(r:]tiﬁt%ibzhcafcrr%tggtgqgeengaged threats to the right to life that under- marriage enrichment ($2,000).

P mine other essential human rights; The deadline for applications is

Church’s consistent ethic of life. .
b. past performance— demonstrating Friday, May 18, 2007.

Priority is given to organizations foct d - and
whose primary purposes are effectiveness and competence; an

organizations. Crisis pregnancy &
abortion alternative groups received
15 grants totaling $78,220. Diocesan
Respect Life & Natural Family Plan-
ning programs received $14,736.

The 13 other grants were for groups

For an application, contact: Michael

a. pastoral serviceshat support c. relationships — cooperating with Stone, Office of Justice & Peace,
people in life-affirming decisions and Other groups, especially parishes, and g1 cathedral Place, Richmond, VA
provide alternatives to abortion; having other sources of financial, 23220, (804) 622-5125 or
volunteer and in-kind support. <mstone@richmonddiocese.org>.
The ART of Justice and Peace
for Parish
LS e Justice & Peace/Social Ministry
Issue: Youth, Service, & Justice
/ $ #e # # #$
01$ /# | ACT to serve human needs, giving issues a human face:
23 * # 4 s# : # Encourage parish youth to volunteer as a groudatad homeless shelter, food
6 # 3 6 #7 pantry, or become mentors for “at risk” studenta &ical elementary school.
#o5  #, " Host a trash pick up day at a local beach, parkpormunity area.
8-32 - 2 # “  Ask your parish youth to sponsor a holiday gift faelling fairly traded products
2 -o# # . from the Work of Human Hands program of Catholidi&teServices.
#, 9 8 # 5o 3<(<( REFLECT on social causes & principles of our faith:
# Help your Youth Minister to identify speakers whrencspeak on justice & peace
#  # = i issues with your parish’s young people.
6 # 6 " Host a movie night for parish youth. Select a reowith a social justice theme
#> #o>## , and follow with discussion. Contact OJP for idaad resources.
- # * " Volunteer to help developustice Walkinggrogram for your parish youth.
6 /| # 6;<; ?Ts"x TRANSFORM social structures:
* Encourage parish youth to join the Virginia Catbd@ionference’s Action Alert
- # < <@@3<M< Network. Visit <http://www.vacatholic.org> for dals & resources.
“ |('>*- oy “  Offer to _he_lp_ organize a group of paris_h youthtterad Catholic Advocacy Day
#' > . at the Virginia General Assembly in Richmond onutay 28, 2008.
/9 22 @371 " Help your parish youth to attend a public meetingaaized by a faith-based
9% * group like Empower Hampton Roads, Richmonders heakto Strengthen our
8- <?2(:3;? Communities, Charlottesville IMPACT, or Faith Wonksthe Roanoke Valley.
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A Pastoral Perspective:

Youth Ministry:
Justice & Service

Excerpts from the1997 U.S. Bishops’ docum@etewing the
Vision: A Framework for Catholic Youth Ministry

Our faith calls us to work for justice; to servesh in
need; to pursue peace; and to defend the lifejtgligand
rights of all our sisters and brothers. This & ¢hll of
Jesus, the urging of his spirit, the challengenef t
prophets, and the living tradition of our Church.

Our efforts to feed the hungry, shelter the honslesm-
fort the sorrowing, console the bereaved, welcdme t
stranger, and serve the poor and vulnerable must-be
companied by concrete efforts to address the caiises
human suffering and injustice. ...

The Church increasingly views itself as a peopte se
aside for the sake of others — a community thatdsta
in solidarity with the poor, that reaches out invgm to

those in need, and that struggles to create a wdrkde
each person is treated with dignity and respect.

We are called as a Church to respond to peoplesept
needs or crises, such as homelessness or hungeare/N
also called to help change the policies, structaed
systems that perpetuate injustice through legisati
advocacy, community organizing, and work with sbcia
change organizations.

Direct service needs to be coupled with actiorjdstice
so that adolescents experience the benefits ofimgrk
directly with those in need and learn to changesiistem
that keeps people in need. Justice and servicecateal
to who we are as God's people and to how we live ou
faith at home, in our communities, and in the world

Resources on Youth & Justice

Church Documents

U.S. BishopsRenewing the Vision: A Framework for
Catholic Youth Ministry , 1997.
http://www.uscch.org/laity/youth/rtvcontents.shtml

Books

Mark Bixler, The Lost Boys of SudanUniversity of
Georgia Press, 2005.

Donald H. DunsonNo Room at the Table:
Earth’'s Most Vulnerable Children, Orbis, 2003.

Jim Hancock;The Justice Mission Leader's Guide
Zondervan, 2002.

OJP Resource

Youth Ministry Justice & Peace Tool Kit
http://www.richmonddiocese.org/cst/tool-youth.pdf

Useful Web Sites

National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry
http://www.nfcym.org/

CRS Campus Connection
http://campus.crs.org/

CRS Going Global with Youth Education Resources
http://education.crs.org/

CRS Food Fast
http://www.foodfast.org/

Child Labor Coalition
http://www.stopchildlabor.org/

Free the Children
http://www.freethechildren.com/

Heifer International
http://www.heifer.org/

Parenting for Peace & Justice
http://www.ipj-ppj.org/

Key Themes of
Catholic Social Teaching

CeWs + JUSTICE

Solidarity

We are our brothers’ and sisters’

1. Life and Dignity of F
the Human Person

=0

~

2. Call to Family, Community,
and Participation

3. Rights & Responsibilities

Option for the Poor and
Vulnerable

5. Dignity of Work and
the Rights of Workers

Solidarity
Care for God’s Creation

keepers, wherever they may live.

/

ﬁs,/ I We are one human family, what-
Welcome ever our national, racial, economic,

him. or ideological differences.

o Practicing the virtue of solidarity

means learning that “loving our
neighbor” has global dimensions
in an interdependent world.

We are called to love one another
as Jesus loves us, sharing our
resources and making sacrifices.

DENTONS




(Continued from page 1)

They see the experience as a meaningful, spladfil
service that crystallizes the fullness of Chriskésth and
resurrection in our interdependent lives.

Justice-Walkings a process for post-Confirmation young

people and adult companion$-Walkingleads them into
life-affirming relationships, formed by the Gospeld the
application of Catholic Social Teaching.

J-Walking helps young people

to go against the flow, choose

unconventional paths, cross

social and cultural boundaries,

and learn through personal

encounters, reflection and

dialogue. J-Walkers imitate

Jesus’ model of a small, hand-

chosen group of companions

who connect with people who live at society’s masgi

To learn how to stad-Walkingin your parish, join us at
Sacred Heart Church in Norfolk day 20, 2007 from
6:30 to 8:30pmfor an inspirational and informative
gathering [see box on page eight]. For informataad
Giselle Weinstein at (757) 620-5466.

Giselle Weinstein is a JustFaith graduate, a Jestialking
facilitator, and parishioner of Holy Family in Vingia Beach.

A Really Good Friday
By Carrie White

While | am lifelong Catholic, my Good Fridays have
been, well, mediocre. Selflessly foregoing beef an
choosing filet of salmon, along with a distractedyer
during work at 3pm were the extent of my Good Rrida
devotions. This Good Friday, however, was différen

On each first Friday | deliver Meals on Wheels vhthil
Walsh, Sacred Heart's Justice and Peace Ministes. T
year, April's delivery coincided with Good Friday.

In between stops, Neil mentioned he was later mgeti
“J-Walkers’ young people from Holy Family Parish in
Virginia Beach and from the Outer Banks, for a hiyi
Stations of the Cross. He “casually” invited meyto
along if | weren’t doing anything else.

Catholic guilt won the day, and | tentatively agtee
accompany Neil and thkWalkers | am so glad | did.

Neil and | met ten teens and three adults, led isgle
Weinstein and Kathy Early, as they were carryihgrge
cross across a crowded parking lot. People tomistu
carrying the cross. At each “station” across dawumt
Norfolk, one person read a pre-scripted reflectamded
her own thoughts, and led a group prayer.

At a McDonald’s restaurant, for instance, the witn
concerned the plight of the working poor. The tadded
how we, the American public, contributed to theljbem
by demanding cheap and quick food which drives down
wages and worsens working conditions.

While the reflections provoked much thought, | wieed
and cold after several stations. (This was theesiim-
April Good Friday, and | hadn’t dressed warmly eglo

| was tempted to call it a day and head home. Hewe
just as | was about to leave, the group prayeedalk to
“not give up even though our efforts seem wastattan
great for us to sustain.”

“OK,” I thought, Catholic guilt working overtime 'l
stay a little longer.”

Again, | am so glad | did. Had I left, | would hernissed
a Tidewater Community College’s mural depicting the
Greensboro Four at the Woolworth’s lunch counteere
though | teach at TCC and have eaten at that fistibe,
I had never stopped to look at the huge, grairaglbhnd
white mural or ponder the bravery of those four men

| would have missed the Station Ten reflectiorhat t
“Blown Letters” War Memorial that compared Jesus’
death (which freed us from sin) to the deaths oftwave
soldiers (which have kept us as Americans free).

| would have missed
being asked to leave
the bus station for
nothing more than
carrying a large cross.
| would have missed
the teens’ poignant
and pithy reflections.

The final station was

at St. Paul’'s Cemetery. Surrounded by the old gtanes
and remembering Jesus’ own burial tomb, | felrarge
sense of peace wash over me. | realized that whi¢h
may seem like the end, it isn’t really the end.

Afterwards, we ate Cuban beans and rice made by

Giselle’s Jewish husband who, at our behest, skid-a
brew prayer over the meal. It seemed the perfeting
to a wonderful experience.

Later that evening, as | was leaving Friday nighviges
where | thankfully received the Body of Christpbked
back on my day. It started with my serving meaid a
ended by my being served a meal, and thought, “Now
that was a Good Friday.”

Carrie White, PhD, is an author, newspaper columrdad an

English professor at Tidewater Community Colle@aurrie is
an active member of Sacred Heart Catholic ChurcNanfolk.
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Youth Learn from the Somali Bantu Josh’s thoughts: “I have learned a lot about Saeatid the
By Patti Beekman Somali people. | want to learn to speak their leTg,

but I have not been doing too well with it yet.must be

My family recognizes our Christian responsibility t very hard to come to a new country and not be table
share our time, talents, and gifts with those iech&o, speak the language. When they first came to Ragriok
when we read in our parish bulletin of the needcfild- am sure they were scared. But they are very brave.

care for the Somali Bantu refugees, we set ouelp. h “One of my best friends is Noor. He is very s lis

As is true in most of our volunteer experienceshaee a good friend to everybody. | like babysitting aese
reaped as many, if not more, benefits from thiseeixp we learn something and the parents and the children
ence than we provided to these beautiful childreh a learn something too.”

their tamilies. Patti Beekman and her family are members of Ourylaid
Every Monday and Nazareth Parish in Roanoke.

Wednesday morning,

my three sons -- Cody St. Gertrude Acts Globally and Locally
(15 years old), Jake _

(11), and Josh (10) -- Helping to “Save Darfur”

set out to play, read, By Nancy Jawish Rives

sing, dance, color, and While putting together an elective class, | askadhall
have a great time group of students what they felt were thsues of the 21

providing care to young children while their pagenork  century. Melissa, a determined sophomore, declared
hard to acquire much needed English language skills  “Darfur! | think we should focus on that situatitn

We are constantly amazed at the children’s inqueésit The group decided that, whatever we learned assa,cl
ness, their thirst to learn, and their willingnés&xplore  should be shared with the entire school commurfiye
and experience new things. We were also impressed students researched the genocide, urged the malrioip

see these same characteristics in their parents. hold a “tag day” to raise money for the relief effand
These attributes have enabled the Somali Bantureup  WOrked on a “Save Darfur” week prior to the colient
survive terrible atrocities and the hardships &igee The students discovered the work being done “on the
camps throughout Africa. This same spirit willoa¥i ground” in Darfur by Catholic Relief Services aretitled

them to become self-sufficient and prosperousasiszn  the money raised would assist that effort. Thepkeeach
the United States. The Bantu families have add¢arn  morning to educate their peers about the crisifiica.
here, but have so much to offer our community. The highlight of the week, undoubtedly, was a wsit

Cody, Jake, Josh, and | know that our lives hawmbe school by a Sudanese “lost boy.”

changed forever by this experience and we are13o Ve Red Cross Club
grateful for this opportunity. My boys have thisday of

) . By Cathy George
their experience: _ _
o _ _ o During March, the school’'s Red Cross Club organaed
Cody says: “l like helping out and | enjoy babysit | Measles Initiative Drive. This campaign educatedisnts

love meeting the new Somali people because I like  and faculty members about the devastating effddtsio
making new friends. | think Mohamed, one of thieli preventable disease and raised funds to suppaniraani-
toddlers, likes me a lot. | can make him laughesu  zation drive throughout sub-Saharan Africa.

comfort him when he is upset. Babysitting thesé ch
dren helps the parents to focus on their clas§hs.
parents are in one room and the young children are
with us in another room not too far away. | ththie
mothers and the children feel comfortable this Way.

Despite the availability of a safe and effectiveaine
500,000 children die from this illness each yeHne Red
Cross Club created flyers and posters that inforthed
school about the benefits of vaccinating children.

The cost of a single measles vaccine is one dollae goal
of the club was to raise $600 to vaccinate 600cafrichil-

dren. The club met its goal and sent a checkdd3teater
Richmond Chapter of the American Red Cross.

Jake remarks: “The most important thing that Irear
from the Bantu and Refugee and Immigration Service
is that we all have differences, and these diffeesn
should be respected and valued. | learned thersloga
‘Value Diversity’ and even know it in the Somalnka ~ Nancy Jawish Rives teaches U.S. & AP History classes and

guage. | think the children are learning so much’t ~ Cathy George is chair of the Theology Department and the
service coordinator for Saint Gertrude High School.



VOICES & Peacemaking
By Michel Sanchez

VOICES That Challenge is a group
of middle school age and older youth
that strives to educate and bring
about social change. The group tries
to motivate their peers to follow a
path of nonviolence and justice.

VOICES is structured so that
young people play a huge role in
the decision making process. A
activities are organized and led b
the youth under the guidance of
one or more adults.

VOICES encourages youth from
all faith traditions and backgrounds to
participate. Diversity is welcome and
encouraged because justice is servec
only when all voices are honored and
respected. VOICES honors all par-
ticipants and strives to bring youth
together to share and learn in unity.

VOICES That Challenge has adopted
four Principles of Peace (developed
by Louise Diamond in her book,
Celebrate Peagewhich correlates to
Catholic social teaching principles:

Community: We come-in-unity first
with ourselves, then with others,
acknowledging we are all in this

find creative solutions to our joint

problems and build bridges across

whatever seems to divide us.
Nonviolence:Respect for life and all

individuals leads to a commitment
not to harm others. By keeping an

open heart, we develop empathy
and compassion. With
dialogue and creative
problem solving -- and
with a moral conviction

by violence -- we can
address the toughest
issues of our individual
and collective lives.

Action: Peace is a living presence

within all of us. Itis encoded in us

as natural wisdom, our spiritual
birthright. Our job is to live this
truth by being the peace we seek,
helping each other remember to
live the ideal of peace in practical
ways every day. We do this by
relating to the potential for peace
in every situation, and to the seed
of peace in every person.

to avoid suffering caused

economic progress of people in
developing regions of the world by
selling products in a just manner.

During May, VOICES -- in conjunc-
tion with other local organizations --
will host Cultural Sensitivity and Or-
ganic Gardening workshops.

Finally, VOICES seeks to create
spaces to visualize peace by planting
peace poles in as many locations as
possible.

As this article is being written, the
largest mass shooting in U.S. history
has just occurred at Virginia Tech
University with 33 dead.

There is no way to make sense of
such a senseless tragedy, but young
people involved idustice Walking

and Voices that Challenge honor the
valuable lives of those lost by offering
alternatives to a culture of violence
and being the change they wish to see
in the world.

“Participating in the Justice Walking
Program and the Voices that Chal-
lenge social justice group has made a
significant influence in my life. My
eyes have been opened to the vulner-
able world around me. | have learned
how to work against injustices, be in
solidarity with the oppressed, and
then be the change | wish to see in the
world,”

stated Am-

The members of VOICES are excited ber Stanley,

about their activities and projects.

an eighteen

They have researched fair trade and Year oldJ-

sweat-free products and have de-

Walkerand

together, interconnected, and inter- signed T-shirts purchased from such VOICES

dependent. Therefore, what hurts
one hurts all. Mutual respect,
appreciation of differences, and
honoring the equal dignity and
worth of all are expressions of this
awareness, as is a commitment to
social and economic justice.

Cooperation: By finding common
ground and working together, we

share our resources fully. We can

organizations to share socially con-

That Chal-

scious messages with the community./enge mem-
Bumper stickers sharing the vision of ber.

unity and oneness were created by
other members.

Two local businesses have offered
shelf space where VOICES will sell
Fair Trade products made by small-

For informa-

tion about

VOICES, contact Teresa Stanley at
(757) 641-1435 or
<teresastanley@nethosters.cam

scale artisans and farmers around themichel Sanchez is a current JustFaith
think of ourselves as partners and world. Their hope is to raise aware- participant and Voices That Challenge

ness and to promote the social and

adult mentor.
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Ecology Corner

EachJust Newsssue presents some facts
or reflections on our ecological crisis.

Global Warming

In early April, the world's top climate
experts released the second of four
reports by the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC). Scientists
analyzed the impacts of

global warming, and said

we can expect more floods,

droughts, wildfires, extinc-

tions, and mass migrations.

Most vulnerable are the Arctic, sub-
Saharan Africa, small islands, and
Asian river deltas. But the report also
predicts flash floods for Europe and
heat waves for North America.

“It's the poorest of the poor in the
world, and this includes poor people
even in prosperous societies, who are
going to be the worst hit,” said IPCC
Chair Rajendra Pachauri.

One week later a U.S. government-
funded report issued by retired generals
and admirals says global warming is a
security risk. The Military Advisory
Board says climate change “can act as
a threat multiplier,” with severe

weather and drought leading to mass
migrations, battles over food and water,
and the spread of disease.

Noting that conflicts in Darfur and
Somalia began with drought and other
resource shortages, the report urges the
U.S. to “commit to a stronger national
and international role to help stabilize
climate changes at levels that will

avoid significant disruption to global
security and stability.”

Former Army chief of staff Gen.
Gordon R. Sullivan says he has moved
from skeptic to believer: “The trends
are not good ..."

SOURCE: Weekly Grist, issues of
April 10 & 17, 2007, <http://grist.org>.

For information about the Ecological

Network of Sowers of Justiceontact
Susan Hedge at (540) 772-3264

or <shedge@richmonddiocese.org>.
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Sept. 8-9 JustFaith Workshops

Sept. 28-30 Parish Social
Ministry Conference

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Richmond, Virginia
Permit No. 321

Petersburg Youth Outreach

By Vanessa Silver

St. Joseph’s youth are very involved in parisheath
efforts. Though there is not a formal youth groonr,
young people are always there to help in any way.

During January, they participate in the Souper Bofwl
Caring, a collection that goes to a local charifhis year
over $800 was given to our outreach programs.

During Lent, junior high school students collectau
delivered toiletries for the homeless men’s shetieite
the high school youth planned and organized a bake
with the $520 proceeds going to our outreach progra

Some of the youth projects in the past includeettithg
clothes, shoes, and school supplies for Afghanistan
collecting stuffed animals for CARES, the women and
children’s shelter in Petersburg; cleaning the ésavom
the yards of elderly parishioners; and giving manet
support to Sr. Elko who is a missionary in Bolivia.

We are very proud of our youth who know the impoct
of helping “the least of my brothers and sistersd &eing
aware of the world beyond their schools and parish.

Vanessa Silver is the Coordinator of Religious Education
Liturgy Coordinator at St, Joseph’s Parish in Petergpur

Just-Talking
A Peer to Peer Model Introducing
J-Walking to Young People

“Calling All Prophets and Prophetesses!”

Join Joe Grant, for a prayerful
introduction toJusticeWalking
Young people aged 16-18 years
will get a taste of thd-Walking
experience and adults will learn
how to promote this process.

Join us orSunday evening,
May 20" from 6:30 to 8:30pm at Sacred Heart
Church in Norfolk for this exciting event.

For more information, contact Teresa Stanley af)75
641-1435 or <teresastanley@nethosters.com>.
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