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Personal Stories of Conversion 
By Jean Denton 

For Abby Causey an awareness of social injustice and the attendant moral  
outrage came as an epiphany. “It was like turning on a light switch,” she says 
of the day in 2002 when she attended a presentation on sweatshops. “The  
experience was literally life changing.  Before then I had no idea what social 
justice was.  Now social justice is a part of everything I do and how I live, 
from the clothes I wear to the food I eat to how I raise my kids.” 

The light came on when Abby already was leaning away from the business 
career track she’d been on since graduating from Boston College. (“Sure it 
was a Catholic college and there were many opportunities to be involved in 
social ministry,” she recalls now, “but I was oblivious.”)  

Working as a financial advisor in her 20’s, she  
was questioning her purpose in life and began  
considering non-profits.  “I figured if I was going 
to work eight hours a day I might as well do some-
thing noble.”  She ended up taking a position as 
business manager for her parish, Church of the 
Holy Spirit in Virginia Beach. 

Shortly after the revelation of sweatshops turned her head and Abby began 
delving into other social justice issues.  She helped coordinate the local soup 
kitchen and the Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride in the fall of 2003. 

She unwittingly became a high-profile advocate for the immigrant workers 
when a newspaper letter to the editor opposing the ride singled her our by 
name and took her to task for her stance.  “It freaked me out,” she says.  “I 
thought, I don’t want to do this!”  

A talk with a veteran community organizer, though, opened her eyes to the 
impact of her actions.  Abby realized that changing social structures would 
help the people she’d been serving, and it was something she could — and 
wanted — to do.  She is now Minister of Social Justice at Holy Spirit. 

As with Abby, a commitment to work for social justice often involves a con-
version of heart, but for many it comes more gradually and for most it grows 
from a compassion that’s already there.  

Another parish justice minister, Rebecca Oxenreider of St. Mary’s in  
Richmond, suggests Abby’s experience is a common one.  “Most people  
who do social justice begin with outreach,” Rebecca says.  “Then they see 
how the system is not just and how seeking structural change is what will  
be most important to the people they work with.” 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Many people become involved in 
justice & peace/social ministry 
through some kind of conversion 
experience.  This issue of Just 
News explores some of these ex-
periences and their impact. 
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Farewell to Clare McBrien 
By Sr. Jaculyn Hanrahan, CND 

On June 30, 2006, Clare McBrien, 
RSHM, retired from her Office of 
Justice and Peace staff position as the 
Ecological Educator for the Diocese 
of Richmond.  Since the late 1980’s 
Clare has worked as an Appalachian 
Office of Justice and Peace (AOJP) 
board member, and later as a volun-
teer staffer funded by grants. 

In July 1994, Clare became a paid 
AOJP staff member as the Ecological 
Educator.  In a part-time position, 
Clare approached her work like a full 
timer.  Clare just doesn’t do Ecologi-
cal Education for a living; rather 
Clare lives ecological education. 

Artist, musician, farmer, religious, 
community organizer, writer and edu-
cator are all facets of her life’s work 
of celebrating God’s gift of creation.  
Clare is one of the best examples of 
integrating life and work that I know.   

The ART of Justice and Peace 
for Parish  

Justice & Peace/Social Ministry 
Issue:  Promoting Conversion 

ACT to serve human needs, giving issues a human face: 
¨ Recruit parish volunteers for a wide range of service experiences, e.g. emergency 

assistance, prison visitation, crisis pregnancy support, free medical clinic, soup 
kitchen, refugee resettlement, and child care at domestic violence shelters. 

REFLECT  on social causes & principles of our faith: 
¨ Ask your pastor or Minister of Religious Education to sponsor reflection sessions 

for parish volunteers involved in social service activities. 
¨ Encourage the Justice & Peace/Social Ministry Committee to study church social 

teaching documents and promote the JustFaith formation program in your parish. 
¨ Help to develop Prayers of the Faithful that focus on people who are poor and 

vulnerable, especially in your local community and in your parish twin in Haiti. 

TRANSFORM social structures: 
¨ Join the Virginia Catholic Conference’s Action Alert Network and encourage 

other parishioners to sign up.  Visit <http://www.vacatholic.org> for details. 
¨ Encourage your parish to join a local faith-based community organization like 

Faith Works of the Roanoke Valley, Charlottesville IMPACT, Richmonders  
Involved to Strengthen our Communities, and Empower Hampton Roads. 

¨ Support advocacy organizations like Bread for the World, Virginia Society for 
Human Life, and Virginians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty. 

One of the great joys as I began my job 
as Director of the Appalachian Office 
of Justice and Peace was knowing that 
I would be working with Clare 
McBrien.  When Clare informed me 
that she was considering retirement, I 
prayed that she would 
stay a little longer.  
Even if she retires as a 
Diocesan employee, 
Clare will still be the 
great “Ecologian” that 
she has been becoming all these years.  

The nationally recognized work and 
programs of the Ecological Working 
Group of Sowers of Justice are a trib-
ute to Clare and to the expertise and 
commitment of all its members.   

There will be a number of occasions in 
the coming year to honor Clare’s work.  
She is one of three 2006 recipients of 
the St. Francis Award of the Ecological 
Network of the Sowers of Justice. She 
has also agreed to offer occasional  
eco-spirituality workshops upon  

request.  And best of all, we are  
currently in a job search for the next 
diocesan ecological educator.  

Here are some things we can do to be 
faithful to our faith’s commitment to 
the Integrity of Creation: 
¨ Join the Virginia Interfaith Power 

and Light organization.  Contact 
Steve Brown for information: 
<steve-brown@earthlink.net>.  

¨ Educate yourself about global 
warming.  Read The Threat to the 
Plane, by Jim Hansen in the July 
13, 2006 issue of the New York 
Review of Books.  Dr. Hansen is 
Director of the NASA Goddard 
Institute for Space Studies and 
Adjunct Professor of Earth and 
Environmental Sciences at Colum-
bia University’s Earth Institute.   

Clare, congratulations and thank you 
for everything! 

Sr. Jackie is Director of the Appalachian 
Office of Justice & Peace. 
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Key Themes of  
Catholic Social Teaching 

1. Life and Dignity of  
the Human Person 

2. Call to Family, Community,  
and Participation 

3. Rights & Responsibilities 

4. Option for the Poor and  
Vulnerable 

5. Dignity of Work and  
the Rights of Workers 

6. Solidarity 

7. Care for God’s Creation 

 Call to Family, Community 
and Participation 

�� The person is not only sacred, 
but social in nature. 

�� Our economy, laws, and policies 
affect people and their ability 
to grow in community. 

�� The family is central, and should 
be supported and strengthened, 
not undermined. 

�� People have a right and a duty 
To participate in society, to work 
for the common good of all  — 
especially the poor and vulnerable. 

Resources on Conversion 
Church Documents 

U.S. Bishops,  Everyday Christianity: To Hunger and 
Thirst for Justice, 2000. 
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/projects/everyday.htm 

U.S. Bishops, In All Things Charity: A Pastoral Challenge 
for the New Millennium, 1999. 
http://www.usccb.org/cchd/charity.shtml 

Books 
Donald Dunson, No Room at the Table: Earth’s Most  
Vulnerable Children, Orbis, 2003. 

Donald Gelpi, The Conversion Experience: A Reflective 
Process for RCIA Participants & Others, Paulist Press, 1998. 

Brennan Hill, Eight Spiritual Heroes: Their Search for God, 
St. Anthony Messenger Press, 2002. 

Donald McNeill, Henri Nouwen, & Douglas Morrison,  
Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life, Doubleday 
Image Books, 1982. 

Henri Nouwen & John Dear (ed), The Road to Peace:  
Writings on Peace and Justice, Orbis Books, 2002. 

Jim Wallis, The Call to Conversion: Why Faith Is Always 
Personal but Never Private, Harper, 2005 (Revised). 

Useful Web Sites 
Saints, Prophets, & Spiritual Guides 
http://explorefaith.org/saints/ 

Stories of Catholic Saints 
http://www.catholic.org/saints/ 

Patron Saint Index 
http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/patrons.asp 

My Hero Project 
http://www.myhero.com/myhero/ 

Modern Prophets Links 
http://www.carfleo.org/linksmodernprophets.htm 

A Pastoral Perspective: 

Everyday  
Christianity 

Excerpts from the 1998 Pastoral Reflection of the U.S. Bishops,  
Everyday Christianity: To Hunger and Thirst for Justice. 

In these reflections, we highlight one essential dimension 
of the lay vocation which is sometimes overlooked or 
neglected: the social mission of Christians in the world.  
Every believer is called to serve “the least of these,” to 
“hunger and thirst for justice,” to be a “peacemaker.” 

Catholics are called by God to protect human life, to  
promote human dignity, to defend the poor and to seek 
the common good.  This social mission of the Church 
belongs to all of us.  ...  

The Word of God calls believers to become “the salt of 
the earth, the light of the world.”  ...  Our society urgently 
needs the everyday witness of Christians who take the 
social demands of our faith seriously.  The pursuit of  
justice is an essential part of the Catholic call to holiness, 
which is our true vocation: to live “in Christ,” and let 
Christ live and work in us in our world today. 

Christian faith requires conversion; it changes who we 
are, what we do and how we think.  The Gospel offers 
“good news” and guidance not just for our spiritual lives, 
but for all the commitments and duties which make up 
our lives.  Living our faith in the ordinary tasks of every-
day life is an essential part of what it means to be holy. ... 

The task of disciples today was probably best and most 
simply expressed in the words of the prophet Micah: 

“What does the Lord require of you, but to do justice,  
to love kindness and walk humbly with your God.”  
(Micah 6:8)    �  
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But participation in Just Faith showed the importance of 
actions beyond direct service.  Taking part in the March 
for Life in Washington, DC and Catholic Advocacy Day 
in Richmond showed him the effectiveness of advocacy.   
As pastor at the Church of the Transfiguration in  
Fincastle, Fr. Ken now gathers parishioners who have 
participated in parish outreach activities for occasional 
sessions on Catholic social teaching with a guest speaker.  

Deacon Gordon Cartright’s story began when he partici-
pated in Kairos, a Cursillo-based weekend program for 
prison inmates, more than a dozen years ago in Buffalo, 
New York.  “When I entered the prison for the first time, 
I had a pre-conceived image of what it would be like.  But 
it wasn’t that way at all.  I met men who were just like me 
but had made some mistakes.  I realized that I couldn’t go 
to Reconciliation myself if I didn’t believe that God for-
gives them just as he forgives me.”   

“From that moment on, I knew I wanted to be part of their 
lives,” he explains.  During the 12 ensuing years, Deacon 
Gordon, now director of Tabor Retreat Center in 
Lynchburg, has shared faith with prison inmates through 
communion services and Bible study at Dillwyn state 
prison.  He says he’s come to see that “Justice is really 
done when they come through the gate” (i.e., released), 
and his ministry has been to help them find jobs, enter 
community life and be welcomed by the faith community. 

For Deacon Gordon, as for many,  
involvement in justice ministry has led  
to a way of life for him and his family 
that includes those he serves, as former 
inmates are regularly invited guests to 
family gatherings and holiday activities. 

Experiences of Haiti 
Susan Pleasants of St. Michael’s Church in Richmond has 
ministered to countless people during her 26-year nursing 
career.  As she prepared to enter the Catholic Church 
through RCIA three years ago, she felt a call to discern 
her purpose as a health care specialist.  A visit to Haiti 
provided answers as she became involved with the  
diocesan Haitian Health Care Foundation and Sustainable 
Development Committee, working toward long-term 
health services throughout our twin Diocese of Hinche. 

Janie Podhorodsky of the Church of the Incarnation in 
Charlottesville also was motivated during a trip to Haiti, 
especially by working with fellow parishioners who had 
been involved for many years in developing programs in 
their twin parish in Pandiassou.  Seeing their dedication to 
the work led Janie, a physical therapist, and her physician 
husband Greg to make a commitment to serve in Haiti 
once a year.  

Rebecca said she learned about solidarity as a child in a 
southern home where her parents “welcomed all people.”  
That experience was broadened when, as an adult, she  
and her family helped to resettle a family of Cambodian 
refugees some 20 years ago.  As they helped their new 
friends find an apartment, furniture, jobs and social  
services, Rebecca remembers what then Bishop Walter  
F. Sullivan told sponsoring families: Our 
mission is not to make Buddhist people 
into Catholic people, but to serve our 
brothers and sisters in solidarity and love. 

The key to conversion, she notes, is in 
Catholic social teaching and mentors in the 
local church.  In her case she named her 
predecessors as Minister of Human Concerns at St. 
Mary’s — Marceline Nieman and Sr. Eileen Reilly. 

“You see the injustice, then you see the church has a 
whole teaching to show us how to address it,” Rebecca 
says.  “I was privileged to have exposure to other people 
who pushed us and fired us up and gave us a hands-on 
understanding of what we were about.” 

The Role of Formation Programs 
Neil Walsh was a retired Navy captain and defense con-
tractor in 2001 when he and his wife Pat participated in 
the Just Faith program at Sacred Heart in Norfolk.  Neil 
says he’d always had an interest in social ministry and 
justice based on his Catholic faith, but the course led him 
to a personal “paradigm shift.”   

“I was trying to fit all the values I believed in around the 
edges of my job, and realized if we lived life simpler I 
could quit my job and more truly live my faith.” 

He and Pat re-focused their lifestyle to seek “sufficiency 
rather than maximizing what we had,” giving up invest-
ment programs and quitting his job to live entirely on his 
military pension.  “Letting go of control is not an easy 
thing when you’ve trained all your life to take charge,” 
Neil laughs.  “But it’s not nearly as scary as it seems at 
first,” he says.  “It’s just a matter of trusting God, and I 
knew I had to do more than just mouth the words.” 

He’s now full-time minister of social justice at Sacred 
Heart spending his days on his passion — legislative  
advocacy, especially in the areas of economic justice: 
housing, wages taxation and immigration. 

JustFaith has been the thing that piqued the conscious-
ness of others and motivated active involvement in justice 
ministry.  Fr. Ken Shuping says he’d been interested and 
involved in “service projects” since he was a Boy Scout 
and thinks the desire to “do something more” for people 
in need led him to the priesthood.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Personal Loss and Transformation 
Charlotte Stanley has been working for justice in the  
rural Grundy area since the flood of 1977.  She and her 
husband Buster were fortunate only to have lost their  
vehicles to the waters, but many of their family and 
friends lost their homes and possessions.  With others  
in St. Joseph Parish they helped 
establish a Buchanan County 
housing group to assist families in 
rebuilding their lives including 
housing as well as a food pantry  
and  necessary financial help. 

“We just saw the need,” Charlotte recalls explaining why 
she has served in social ministry ever since.  A few years 
ago she experienced a serious setback herself as her  
husband, mother and son all died within seven months.  

Needing a job to support herself in a depressed coal-
mining community, she went to Sunrise Center.  This 
non-profit program helps women to study for a general 
education diploma and gain other skills in order to earn a 
living wage and support themselves and their families. 

Charlotte eventually got an associate degree at the local 
community college, all the while serving on the Sunrise 
board of directors.  Shortly after graduating, she took on 
the directorship of the Center where she also teaches.   

She continues to be excited by the accomplishments of 
women ages 15-82 who are served by the center, and 
she’s motivated in the hand-up work of Sunrise Center by 
having walked the walk.  “I saw it first-hand and experi-
enced what it does,” she said of the patient, personal min-
istry of education and training.    �  

Jean Denton serves is a member of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Parish in Salem and serves on the Sowers of Justice 
Communications Team for the diocese.  She is also the  
western correspondent for The Catholic Virginian. 

————————————————— 
Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace  
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
And where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master grant that I may 
Not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; 
To be understood, as to understand; 
To be loved, as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Promoting the Process of Conversion 
By Jean Denton 

So how do those who are involved in social justice min-
istry bring others along in the transformative journey 
that changes lives and attitudes?  Here are sugges-
tions from some with experience: 

Neil Walsh  — “It’s important to help people on their 
own journey  —  not dictate a journey to them.  If I 
see someone with a hunger for ‘something more,’ I 
tell them ‘I know how you feel and here are some of 
the things I did’ …  

“Be trusting and patient … one of our Just Faith fa-
cilitators was very low-key, but led by example and 
people wanted to follow her.  It reminded me of 
what we say in one of the support groups I’m in: ‘If 
you want what we have, do what we do.’” 

Abby Causey  — “Meet people on their own level so, 
knowing you’ll listen to them, then when you talk they’ll 
listen ... One day a door will open  —  you may wait for 
a long time  —  then the light for them will come on.” 

Rebecca Oxenreider  — “Good leadership is very 
important. When people show an interest in  
social ministry you bring them along by putting them 
with other people who have experience and under-
standing.” 

Susan Pleasants  — “The people I’ve 
met through these ministries are some 
of the most unselfish people  
I know.  I think it’s in sharing,  
wherever I am, just talking to people 
from the heart and they can see that 
commitment.” 

Deacon Gordon Cartright  — “I talk 
about my  
ministry and invite people to join me.  I just  
say, ‘Do you want to give it a try?’  It’s not for every-
one, but for many people  —  once they go and see 
how much it means to those in prison  
to be nurtured and to love them into life  —  they 
want to be a part of this.” 

————————————————— 
Quote for Reflection 

We are not converted only once in our lives, but many 
times; and this endless series of large and small con-
versions, inner revolutions, leads to our transformation 
in Christ.  

- Thomas Merton, Trappist monk & social activist 
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Shout Out for Justice 
By Eunice Hyer 

We designated the weekend of June 
24-25 at St. Francis de Sales Parish in 
Mathews as Shout Out for Justice 
Sunday.  Letters were prepared to 
elected officials on a variety of issues 
from comprehensive immigration 
reform to fetal stem-cell research to 
fair contracts for poultry growers. 

For the past two years our parish has 
joined in the Offering of Letters 
sponsored by Bread for the World,  
a nationwide Christian anti-
hunger advocacy group 
<http://www.bread.org/>.  
This year we decided to 
broaden the agenda beyond 
the designated BFW issue.  
As a result, the number of 
letters sent by parishioners 
to public officials increased 
from 30 to 200! 

This year BFW focused on funding 
for the Millennium Challenge  
Account, passed 4 years ago by   
Congress but never fully funded.  
This account will provide the world’s 
poorer countries with money ear-
marked for health and education.  

We also wrote letters supporting debt 
cancellation for the world’s poorest 
countries.  The interest rate on some 
of these loans is in the teens.  Many 
countries have already repaid the ini-
tial loan amount several times over, 
but they still owe the principal! 

For three weeks our parish bulletin 
announced the event and explained 
each issue.  Parishioners were invited 
to suggest their own favorite causes, 
although no one did. 

Most of the issues were drawn from 
the Virginia Catholic Conference 
website which provided details and 
suggested wording for the letters 
<http://www.vacatholic.org>.  Our 
pastor, Fr. John Boddie, spoke about 
the importance of making our views 
known to our elected officials and 
announced that he would be signing 
some letters himself. 

We sent out 200 letters on five issues.  
Three people volunteered to work on 
future advocacy projects.  And our 
parish Justice & Peace Committee 

plans to organize another 
Shout Out for Justice  
Sunday event next year!  � �
Eunice Hyer served 17 years 
as Minister of Religious 
Education at St. Therese in 
Gloucester and is volunteer  
Justice and Peace coordinator 
at St. Francis de Sales Parish. 

their passion.  How might catechists 
for any age group apply the stories of 
this issue, as well as other stories of 
living justly, to catechetical climates? 

The National Directory for  
Catechesis (pages 100-104) says 
there are many methods that should 
be employed in catechesis in order for 
it to be effective.  Among them are 
learning within the 
Christian community, 
learning through the 
witness of the cate-
chist, and learning 
through apprenticeship 
with a more mature Christian.  

Re-telling the stories in Just News, 
discovering stories in your parish of 
children, youth, adults and families 
who are living the Gospel, and telling 
those stories in catechesis is one way 
to employ the various methodologies 
in the National Directory.  When you 
tell stories like this in a catechetical 
setting, you set a climate for deeper 
conversion to Jesus. 

Those being catechized will meet the 
living Christ in those who work for 
justice and peace, and through them, 
hear His call to follow him.  The Gos-
pel can come alive, and Jesus’ way 
becomes far more vivid, interesting 
and enticing!  The power of stories … 

Stories lead to conversion to Christ.  
If we are willing to follow, stories can 
help us to recognize our own call to 
follow Him to the margins, to the 
seats of power and to the houses of 
worship.  There we will proclaim His 
good news of freedom from poverty, 
healing for body and soul, and liberty 
to those held captive by oppressive 
systems.  Baptism commits us to this 
task, Confirmation has sealed us with 
the gifts to do it, and the Eucharist 
nourishes us and sends us forth to act.  

Listen to those stories and follow in 
the way of Christ: the way of justice 
and peace.  Tell them to all ages, and 
so invite everyone to share in this 
Good News.  Be like Jesus…share a 
story of God at work now. �  
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Catechist Connections:  
Justice and Formation 
By Debbie Stollery 

This feature offers ideas for catechet-
ical ministers to make connections 
between this issue's theme and their 
parish faith formation work . 

The Power of Stories 
Jesus told stories, the Bible is full of 
stories, and our families have many 
stories.  What is it with stories?  We 
all love them, and are drawn into 
their own special reality.  In them we 
hear something that changes us. 

This issue of Just News has many 
stories of those for whom the social 
mission of the church is their call, 
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CALENDAR 
September 

4  Labor Day.   For worker rights 
resources , contact the National 
Inter-faith Committee for Worker 
Justice at (773) 728-8400 or visit 
<http://www.nicwj.org>. 

9  JustFaith Retreat, Program 
Orientation, & Reunion with 
Jack Jezreel.  Saturday, 9am-
3:30pm, Holy Family Church, 1270 
N. Great Neck Road in Virginia 
Beach.  See insert for details! 

10  JustFaith Retreat, Program 
Orientation, & Reunion with 
Jack Jezreel.  Sunday, 1-5pm, St. 
Mary’s Parish, 9505 Gayton Road in 
Richmond. See insert for details! 

21-24  Transformation 
Retreat   for people living 
with HIV/AIDS at Holy 
Family Retreat Center in 
Hampton.  Join others 
living with HIV/AIDS on a 
journey to live more 
meaningful & informed 
lives. For more info, 
contact Wanda Rue at 
(804) 353-0060 or 
trretreats@comcast.net>.  Or visit 
their new website at <http://
www.transformationretreats.org>. 

October 
Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month 

22  Children's Sabbath .  A great 
opportunity to educate parishioners 
about child poverty.  Visit the 
Children's Defense Fund web site 
<http://www.childrensdefense.org> for 
details and resources. 

22  National Weekend of Faith 
in Action on the Death Penalty.   
Resources available from Amnesty 
International USA at <http://

www.amnestyusa.org/faithinaction/> 

November 
7  Virginia General Elections .  
Virginians will select candidates for 
Congress and many local offices.  
Voters will also decide on a 
proposed amendment to the Virginia 
Constitution to protect traditional 
marriage.  For info & resources, visit 
the Virginia Catholic Conference web 
site at <http://www.vacatholic.org>. 

17-19 Rachel’s Vineyard 
Retreat.  For those suffering from 
abortion’s aftermath.  Contact Kay 
Marie Geiger at (804) 330-3137 or 
Molly Smith at (804) 794-0222 or 
<molly.smith@epiphanychurch.org>. 

19  CCHD Collection Sunday.   
CCHD is the domestic anti-poverty 
program of the U.S. Bishops.  For 
more info, visit their web site at 
<http://www.usccb.org/cchd/>. 

December 
1  World AIDS Awareness Day.  
For information & resources on HIV/
AIDS, contact Pat Slater at (804) 
369-5661, ext. 128 or 
<pslater@richmonddiocese.org>. 

6  VICPP Annual Meeting.   Dr. 
James Garbarino, leading authority 
on child development and youth 
violence, will be keynote speaker.  
Time & place to be announced. For 
details, contact the VICPP office at 
(804) 643-2472 or <http://
www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org>. 

25  Catholic Charities 
Christmas Collection. 

January 2007 
29  Catholic Advocacy Day at 
the Virginia General Assembly.    
Contact Jeff Caruso at the Virginia 
Catholic Conference at (804) 225-
8565 or <info@vacatholic.org>. 

Ecology Corner 
Each Just News issue presents some facts 

or reflections on our ecological crisis. 
——–——————– 

Biodiversity Crisis 
The planet faces a “biodiversity crisis” 
that could lead to mass extinction of 
species, warn 19 of the world's leading 
biodiversity specialists in 
the scientific journal,  
Nature.  The specialists 
urge creation of an Inter-
governmental Biodiversity 
Panel to offer public policy advice. 

Human-caused habitat destruction and 
climate change are causing species to 
die out 100 to 1,000 times faster than 
the natural rate.  Nearly a quarter of 
mammals, a third of amphibians, and 
12 percent of birds are in danger of 
extinction.  Climate change could push 
a further 15-37% of species to near-
extinction in the next 50 years.  

“Because biodiversity loss is essen-
tially irreversible, it poses serious 
threats to sustainable development and 
the quality of life of future genera-
tions,” the specialists say 

Organic Demand Rising 
With demand for organic food soaring 
in the U.S. and U.K., manufacturers of 
organic products are struggling to find 
adequate supplies of organic ingredi-
ents and are increasingly looking and 
buying abroad.  While exporters like 
Australia welcome the trend, it creates 
a dilemma for organic enthusiasts, who 
tend to support local, small-scale  
farmers.  They may cheer the rise of 
organic awareness, but bemoan the 
need for large-scale food imports. 

Some  U.S. organic companies provide 
technical help and financial incentives 
to local farmers who switch to organic 
growing methods. 

SOURCE:  Weekly Grist, 25 July & 
11July 2006 issues, <http://grist.org>. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

For information about the Ecological 
Network of Sowers of Justice, contact  

Sr. Jackie Hanrahan at (276) 762-5050 or 
<jhanrahan@richmonddiocese.org>. 
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Amazing Journey  
By Ed Marroni   

During Lent the members of the Ecological Working 
Group (EWG) of Tidewater Sowers of Justice embarked 
on an Amazing Journey!   

This journey began with the birth of our 
universe and led us to the planet earth 
with its variety of creatures.  Amazing 
Journey is a six session study-discussion 
course developed by the Cincinnati Earth 
Institute <http://www.cinciearth.org>. 

This is the latest of that group’s six courses treating the 
environment and simple living.  Others courses by the 
Institute include Voluntary Simplicity, Deep Ecology, 
Choices for  Sustainable Living, Globalization & Its 
Critics, Discovering A Sense of Place, and Healthy 
Children/Healthy Planet. 

Members of the Tidewater EWG met weekly during Lent 
to take the course. This seemed to work very well.   

The program explores the incredible story of the universe 
and humanity’s role.  The book fuels and guides the 
discussion in each session.  Members prepared by reading 
a number of articles by ecological authors like Thomas 
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Berry, Brian Swimm, Joseph Campbell, John Surette, 
Michael Dowd, and others.   

The guide book costs $16.  Each session ends with 
suggestions for actions that can be taken.   The role of 
facilitator shifts from one member to the next, with 
instructions provided for each session.   

This course deepened our understanding and appreciation 
of the universe and our awareness of how to treat the 
earth and its resources.  Each participant was deeply 
influenced by the course.  We certainly have a greater 
respect for all beings and have a clearer sense of our 
interdependence. 

For more information about our group’s experience with 
Amazing Journey, contact Ed Marroni at (757) 587-4887 
or <mmarroni1@hotmail.com>.   �  

September 9-10  JustFaith Sessions  
        with Jack Jezreel  
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