CREATION SUNDAY 2008 PLANNING RESOURCE

Creation Sunday is intended to help parishes and individuals develop an understanding of the spiritual value and
responsibility of caring for God’s creation. Over the past several decades many churches have begun to celebrate
the gift of God’s creation on the Sunday that falls closest to Earth Day, which is April 22. This once a year emphasis
is now called Creation Sunday. The Diocesan Ecological Network of Sowers of Justice encourages parishes to
celebrate Creation Sunday when it best suits their circumstances.

Topic

The Human Person: Entrusted with God’s Creation
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Source

Reflections on
Scripture

Then the Lord God took the man and settled him in the garden of Eden, to
cultivate and care for it.” Gen.2.15

God entrusts the care of creation to human beings.

“Thus says God, the Lord, who crated the heavens and stretched them out,
who spreads out the earth with its crops, who gives breath to its people and
spirit to those who walk on it: I, the Lord, have called you for the victory of
justice, I have grasped you by the hand; I formed you, and set you as a
covenant of the people, a light for the nations. Isaiah 42.5,6

We are called to bring justice to the earth.

“The earth mourns and fades, the world languishes and fades; both heaven
and earth languish. The earth is polluted because of its inhabitants, who have
transgressed laws, violated statutes, broken the ancient covenant. Therefore
a curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants pay for their guilt; therefore
they who dwell on earth turn pale, and few men are left. ““ Isaiah 24.4-6

When we ignore and break God's laws there will be devastation on the earth.

“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his
own, so that you may announce the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light” (1Peter 2:9)

We are called to care for God’s creation
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Catholic Social

“As we seek the path of sustainable community based on the oneness of land
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“Modern society will find no solution to the ecological problem unless it Pope John Paul 1I,
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Facts Care for creation comes from experiencing creation in its own unique nature: | Cheryl Charles, Richard

“Positive direct experience in the out-of-doors and being taken
outdoors by someone close to the child — a parent, grandparent,
or other trusted guardian — are the two factors that most
contribute to individuals choosing to take action to benefit the
environment as adults.” (Chawla, 2000).

A sign of a spiritual reality, sacrament in the Catholic tradition is most
readily recognized as one of the seven through which we apprehend the
presence of God. Roman Catholic spirituality also recognizes the
“sacramental” character of nature. The sacramental theologian, Monsignor
Kevin W. Irwin, writes, “....the incarnate God is disclosed and discovered”
through, with, and in creation.

Louv, Lee Bodner, &
Bill Guns, Children and
Nature 2008: A Report
on the Movement fo
Reconnect Children to the
Natural World, January
2008.

www.cnaturenet.org

John F. Haught, Ecology
and Eschatology in And
God Saw That It Was
Good, USCCB, 1996.




Bulletin Clips

"Respect for life and for the dignity of the human person also extends to the rest of creation, which is
called to join man in praising God."

- Pope John Paul 11, Peace With God the Creator, Peace With All of Creation, 1990 World Day of Peace
Message, [# 16].

"Christians, in particular, realize that their responsibility within creation and their duty towards nature
and the Creator are an essential part of their faith."

- Pope John Paul 11, Peace With God the Creator, Peace With All of Creation, 1990 World Day of Peace
Message, [# 15].

"When man turns his back on the Creator's plan, he provokes a disorder which has inevitable
repercussions on the rest of created order. If man is not at peace with God, then earth itself cannot be
at peace..."

- Pope John Paul 11, Peace With God the Creator, Peace With All of Creation, 1990 World Day of Peace
Message, [# 5].

Creation has its own goodness and proper perfection, but it did not spring forth complete from the
hands of the Creator. The universe was created “in a state of journeying” (i statu viae) toward an
ultimate perfection yet to be attained, to which God has destined it.

- The Catechism of the Catholic Church [# 302].

Tbings to Do Now * Go outside this week and take a child.

* Record the number of miles you drive this week and try to reduce them by 50 next week.

*  Walk or ride your bike on one errand rather than drive

e Sit outside and reflect on the sounds, the smells, and the colors that are all around you.
Tbingg to Do Long- Find one ecological issue affecting your community. Learn about it and how it is supported by
term Catholic social teaching. Seek out any groups working on the justice issue. Write a letter or email your

legislative representative or a person who has power to make decisions around your issue.

Form an Ecological Working Group in your parish or region to begin learning more about ecological
issues and making changes individually, family, parish and community. [See the handout, A Roadmap to
a Green Parish, available from the Appalachian Office of Justice and Peace. Contact Susan Hedge at
(540) 725-2197 or <shedge@trichmonddiocese.org>.]




Prayers

Prayer of Petition

Oh, Lord, Open our eyes to understand the sacredness of your creation and our call to
care forit.  [Lord, hear our prayer]

Oh, Lord, fill us with wonder and zeal for all you have created.  [Lord, hear our prayer]

Oh, Lord, grant us the grace to respect and care for your creation.  [Lord, hear our prayer]

Prayer of Confession

God of all Creation, we come to you in a moment of personal and corporate confession.
We participate in a system which is exploitative and violent and which separates humanity
from the rest of Creation. By acts of omission and commission we cause harm to other.
At times we are guilty of complicity, passivity and denial, at other times of abuses of
power. We hear the cries of both out fellow humans, who are already living in the midst
of extreme poverty and hunger, and the cries of all creation. We know we bear
responsibility for the point of both, and we know the impact one has on the other. We
confess our complicity in the plight of all of your Creation, and beg your forgiveness and
mercy, that we may do better to follow in the way of You who creates. Amen.

Prayer of Gratitude

“Join me now sitting quietly with eyes closed. Remember a time when you had an
awesome experience of nature. Where were you? What did you see? What did you hear?
Remember it as if you were there once again. [Period of quiet] You are now invited to
share your experience in a word or simple sentence as we move around the group and
tollow it with a word of gratitude. I will begin.” [Leader gives an example and ends with
“for this I am grateful” or “thank you™.]

If your parishes would like other assistance on Farth Stewardship or would like to plan a retreat or other
program on this topic, contact Susan Hedge in the Appalachian Office of Justice and Peace
at (540) 725-2197 or <shedge@richmonddiocese.org>.




