
 
 

Essential Documents for Catechetical Leaders 
 

Compiled in Fall of 2007 
 

Declaration of Christian Education (Vatican Council II), 1965 
The New American Bible, 1970 
To Teach as Jesus Did:  A Pastoral Message on Catholic Education (NCCB),  1972 
Basic Teachings for Catholic Religious Education (NCCB), 1973 
On Evangelization in the Modern World (Paul VI), 1975 
Sharing the Light of Faith:  National Catechetical Directory (USCC), 1978 
On Catechesis in Our Time (John Paul II), 1978 
Code of Canon Law (Vatican City, English edition by Canon Law Society of America), 1983 
The Challenge of Adolescent Catechesis (National Federation of Catholic Youth Ministry), 1986 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (Congregation for Divine Worship), 1988 
The Religious Dimension of Education in a Catholic School (Congregation for Catholic Education), 
1988 
Adult Catechesis in the Christian Community (International Council for Catechesis), 1990 
Guidelines for Doctrinally Sound Catechetical Materials (NCCB), 1990 
Human Sexuality, a Catholic Perspective for Education and Lifelong Learning (USCC), 1990 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, (Vatican City, English edition by USCC), 1994 
Guidelines for the Celebration of the Sacraments with Persons with Disabilities (NCCB), 1995 
Renewing the Vision, a Framework for Catholic Youth Ministry (USCC), 1997 
General Directory for Catechesis (Congregation for the Clergy), 1997  
Our Hearts were Burning within Us and Leader’s Guide (USCCB), 2000 
Nurturing Adult Faith (NCCL), 2002 
National Directory for Catechesis (USCCB), 2005 
Compendium, Catechism of the Catholic Church (USCCB),  2006  
United States Catholic Catechism for Adults (USCCB), 2006 
National Certification Standards for Lay Ecclesial Ministers (NCCL) 2006 
Best Practices in Adult Faith Formation:  A National Study (NCCL) 2006  
Religious Education and the Law, a Handbook for Parish Catechetical Leaders, Sr. Mary Angela 
Shaughnessy, (NCEA), 2006 
 

 


